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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

T

OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH

he Association of National Olympic
Committees of Africa today stands out,
in the arena of the Olympic and sports
movement, as an ideal platform to showcase
the values that guide our actions, namely
solidarity and probity.
Accordingly, we have, for instance, undertaken
to act in order to ease the impact of the burden
brought to bear on athletes of the continent
by the ravaging Covid-19 pandemic.

colleagues and friends, members of the
ANOCA Executive Committee.
This solidarity stems from our resolve to
think big and to meet our aspirations despite
the stumbling blocks. This is the galvanizing
force that inspires us and shapes our vision.
We are in the process of steering off the
beaten track as seen by purists. We want to
present to the world a realistic face of our
unity, with which we are more at ease.

This terrible health crisis literally disillusioned
and almost sent us off track; however, we have
been able to endure this ordeal by dint of
our unbending will. Fortunately, together, we
have demonstrated resilience and patience,
cushioning all the blows, however hard. We
have remained on our feet and succeeded
in preserving our human potential thanks to
the joint initiatives to support our athletes
financially and morally.

We are, moreover, even stronger after
accepting the postponement of the Tokyo
2020 Olympic Games to 2021 in Japan, after
accepting the shift in date, to 2026, of the
Youth Olympic Games entrusted for the first
time in history to an African country, Senegal.
Together, we will continue preparing for the
All Africa Games in Ghana in 2023, and the
African Youth Games in Maseru, Lesotho, in
2022.

I wish, through this humble message, to
thank all the National Olympic Committees
of Africa who, with demonstrated mastery of
implementing strategies, reassured the entire
African and world Olympic community.

Obviously, we remain alert to any emergency
and any difficulties that may arise. Our great
family vehemently frowns on any weakness
and will continue to work relentlessly in the
interest of our Olympic Movement.
We are determined and have, together,
understood the obligation that we have to
face the daunting challenges that lie ahead
of us.

I

would also like
to
thank
the
International
O l y m p i c
Committee
and
our
President,
Dr Thomas Bach,
for
constantly
standing by our
side. We also wish
to express all
our satisfaction
with
the
efficient work
done by our

ANOCA is well on course, the course of
emancipation, that will inevitably usher
in sound governance in keeping with
international standards.
It is henceforth rooted in worthy professional
elevation, in consonance with management
ethics. It is a practice that is gradually
spreading to all the components of the
African Olympic Movement.
The African Olympic and Sports Movement
must remain united, focused in the same
direction to chart a course for the progress
and modernisation of African sport.
Let us work together and be strong in the
face of multiple challenges, while looking
forward to the honour and pleasure of
meeting again in good health!
Your Brother,
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NOCA President, Mustapha Berraf,
recently received in audience some
high-ranking dignitaries, including:
Mesbahi Tahar, President of the African
Karate Confederation and Vice-President
of the International Karate Federation; the
Ambassador of Hungary to Algeria and
Mali and the Ambassador of Tanzania to
Algeria.
All these audiences had the same thrust,
consolidating cooperation ties as part of
efforts to develop sport in Africa.
The audiences on sport diplomacy were
held at the subsidiary headquarters of
the Association of National Committees of
Africa (ANOCA) in Algiers, Algeria.

« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »
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CNOSS

NOC Senegal for blood donation

T

here was a flurry of excitement at the
National Blood Transfusion Centre
of the Fann National University
Teaching Hospital on the occasion of
Olympic Day in June 2020.

organisation of Olympic Day, which is
held on 23 June each year across the
world with a number of digital and
virtual activities. At our level, we have
chosen to carry out a blood donation
operation, especially because sports
meetings are not allowed due to the
coronavirus pandemic. We are also
going through a period when our
health is a little compromised and it is
therefore important to make this farreaching gesture because giving blood
means saving lives.»

The Senegal National Olympic and Sports
Committee (CNOSS), in collaboration with
the Senegal National Olympic Academy
(ANOS), had invited some 145 people
of different status, including presidents
of federations, athletes, secretaries
general, coaches and administrators to
donate blood.

Ibrahima Wade led the blood donation
operations with Prof Saliou Diop, Director
of the National Blood Transfusion Centre
of Senegal. After Fann, the locality of Thies
will host another day of blood donation.

Talking about the move, the general
coordinator of the 2022 Youth Olympic
Games, Ibrahima Wade, said:
«This is a social and civic initiative that
is part of the special context of the

« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »
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SENEGAL

Updates on preparations for the youth olympic games
following the postponement to 2026

O

n 22 July 2020, during a Council of
Ministers meeting, the President
of the Republic of Senegal, Macky
Sall, asked the Secretary-General of the
Presidency of the Republic to present an
update on the preparations for the 2022
Youth Olympic Games now rescheduled for
2026.

Covid-19 pandemic.
The
Senegalese
President
also
congratulated the Organizing Committee on
the remarkable work already accomplished
as stated in the release issued after the
deliberations.

It was also an opportunity for the highest
authority of the land to thank the International
Olympic Committee.
Macky Sall: «I thank the IOC for the confidence
placed in Senegal and Africa to organise this
major planetary sporting event,” concluding
that the postponement was decided in
light of the global risks and impacts of the

« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »
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ZAMBIA

National Olympic Committee organises training in sports
administration for the basketball federation
the Zambia Basketball Federation,
and it was the first to be organised
since the outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemic. Speaking on the occasion,
the NOC President, Alfred Foloko,
said: « Not only in sport, but also
in our day to day lives, the world
around us seemed to have stopped
as we all fought against the COVID-19
pandemic.»

I

It is against this backdrop that 17
sports administrators took part in
the training, Foloko noted, concluding
that «This shows the federation’s
commitment to improve its overall
performance.»

The course was specifically meant for

It should be recalled that NOC Zambia
organised a marketing workshop for
Olympic sports organisations at the
beginning of the year.

t was a four-day training course in
sports administration organised at the
Olympic Youth Development Centre
in the capital, Lusaka, and which ended
with a session on anti-doping procedures
facilitated by Titus Fernando, NOC Zambia
Medical Commission Chair.

TANZANIA

Olympic Committee organises Covid-19
symposium

T

he impact of the covid-19 pandemic and the preparations
for the Tokyo 2021 Olympic Games featured prominently
on the agenda of a sports symposium organised by the
Tanzania Olympic Committee.

It brought together Sixty people at the Dar es Salaam National
Stadium. Speaking on the occasion, the NOC Vice President,
Henry Tanday, said that it afforded an opportunity for the
country’s top sports officials to meet with members of the
media. Due to the global health crisis, Tanzania had to postpone
an Olympic training camp after the Tokyo 2021 Olympic Games
« Ensemble nouswere
sommes
plus forts, ensemble nous vaincrons,
rescheduled.

l’OLYMPISME ET LE Sport Africain SONT UN et INDIVISIBLE »
« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »

6

NOC ECHOES
SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE

National Olympic movement bereaved

A

ntonio Menezes da Trindade,
once Director General of Sports,
President of NOC Sao Tome and
Principe, President of the Paralympic
Committee, Secretary-General of the
National Olympic Committee and First
Vice-President of COSTP from 2019 to
2020, is no more. Aggrieved by the sad
news, the NOC President, Joao Manuel da
Costa Alegre Afonso, could not conceal
his emotion:
«After drying our tears and saying farewell,
we must keep the good memories we
shared with our loved ones, who have
gone ahead, like you Man Tony. That is
what will keep you alive in our minds
and hearts. On behalf of NOC Sao Tome
and Principe, I wish to convey my sincere
condolences to your family and to the
entire national Olympic movement.»
OLYMPAFRICA

Olympafrica Foundation sprints to curb coronavirus health
crisis

« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »
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D

espite the global slowdown due
to the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Olympafrica Foundation has
managed to fund a range of activities
in 7 of the 42 centres that make up the
Olympafrica programme. Ivory Coast,
Niger, Mali, Rwanda, Burkina Faso,
Burundi and Guinea Conakry received
a budget of $, 1000 which was used to
purchase of anti-Covid kits, including
masks, hand sanitisers, soap, water
tanks with taps and thermometers.
The other 35 centres will receive the
same funding upon resumption of their
activities.

same day, the Kanyosha Olympafrica
centre in Burundi organized a wrestling
tournament while in Burkina Faso, on
20 July, a holiday sports programme
was organised at the country’s Olympic
Centre. A similar activity took place on
the same day at the Olympic Centre in
Niger. On 10 August 2020, it was the turn
of the Soubré Centre in Côte d’Ivoire
to host a similar sports programme. A
special Covid-19 food grant of $ 3,779
was sent to the Olympic Centre in Sierra
Leone in June and three training sessions
in webinar mode for the directors of the
network with experts from FC Barcelona
focused on the issue of adapting the
Fubolnet programme to the context of
Covid-19.

Among the activities that were held
are the wrestling tournament at the La
Somone Olympafrica centre in Senegal
on 13 January, a wrestling tournament at
the Banankabougou Olympafrica centre
in Mali, on 29 January 2020. On this

Olympafrica is an ANOCA program with
youth centred activities.

REFUGEES

Yiech Pur Biel named goodwill Ambassador for the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees

A

ppointed by UNHCR as
a Goodwill Ambassador,
Yiech Pur Biel is an athlete
who was forced to flee his native
South Sudan due to the armed
conflict. He was a member of the
first Olympic refugee team that

participated in the 2016 Olympic
Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
and has toured 26 countries as a
refugee athlete advocating for a
return to peace in his country.

« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »
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« It is a huge honour for me to be
able to use my status as an athlete to
help refugees and displaced people,
to share my own story and those of
other refugees like me and make
sure that refugees all over the world

Refugee Team at the 2021 Tokyo
Games.

have a voice, » he said following his
appointment.

journey: « I am sure that in his new role
as UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador, he
will continue to act as a role model
and demonstrate that sport cannot
only bring hope but change lives,
empower young people and drive
positive change in our society, » the
IOC boss said.

IOC President, Thomas Bach, hailed
what he referred to as Yiech Pur
Biel’s extraordinary and inspirational

He was only 10 when, all alone, he
moved to the Kakuma refugee camp
in Kenya. Here, he concentrated on
athletics and trained at the Tegla
Laroupe camp in Nairobi. His first
competition dates back to 2015.

Yiech Pur Biel is currently a student
at Iowa Central Community College in
the United States.

As a Goodwill Ambassador, Yiech
Pur Biel will continue to advocate for
the rights of displaced persons while
training to be part of the Olympic

« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »
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NOC MALI

HABIB SISSOKO MAKES A CLEAN SWEEP
AT THE ELECTIONS

R

e-elected for a four-year term, Habib
Sissoko was the only candidate in
the run for the presidency of the Mali
National Olympic and Sports Committee

(CNOSM). This was during a General
Assembly of the body held against the
backdrop of the coronavirus pandemic,
which did not prevent the meeting from
being held.
While opening the deliberations on 8
August 2020, Habib Sissoko noted the
impact of the health crisis: «We were very
frustrated with the announcement of the
postponement of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Games due to the health crisis. We should
understand that the history of humanity
cannot be told without epidemics. The
latter should no longer be the great
scare since we can prevent them through

the power of science and by rigorously
applying health measures.»
He then went on to review the last four
years of his previous term in the following
words: «When we began the mandate of
building the Olympic movement in Mali,
our faith was as strong as it is today.
We wanted to make Olympism focal
to national sports issues, to place it at
the centre of youth education. It is with
great pleasure that I hail the work done
in total discretion by the members of the
Executive Committee. This success goes
to your credit and I congratulate you on
that.»
Looking forward, Habib Sissoko revealed
that the national Olympic movement has
developed a project, «Road to Tokyo»,
which aims to implement a synergy
of actions involving the parameters of
sports performance and defining the

« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »
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responsibilities of the parties.
The ceremony also featured an address
by the Secretary-General of the Ministry
of Youth and Sports, Amadou Diarra
Yalcouyé, who greatly commended the
balance sheet of the NOC and their
accountability which only goes to make
for greater efficiency.

« Maseru 2022, preparations and
progress », and was occasion to assess
the situation on the ground in host
country, Lesotho.

He further said that with President Habib
Sissoko, Mali has in recent years been a
hub of Olympic and sports organizations,
citing the General Assembly of ANOCA
Zone 2 chaired by Habib Sissoko, the
5th session of the National Olympic
Academies of Africa (NOAA) and the
Assembly of the Association of National
Olympic Academies of Africa (NOAA).

Speaking on the occasion, ANOCA
Secretary-General, Ahmed Abou
Elgasim Hashim, noted that the
meeting had the dual objective of
deliberating whether the African
Youth Games will be held in 2022, be
postponed or cancelled, as well as the
ground covered in the preparations
for the Maseru 2022 Games.

.

AFRICAN YOUTH GAMES MASERU 2022

A report of the Local Organizing
Committee was presented by Mrs
Matlohang Moila-Ramoqopo, Second
Vice-President of ANOCA, who was
assisted by Mrs Smangela Molumeli
Chair of the Local Organizing
Committee.

ANOCA STANDS WITH LESOTHO

T

his is what came out of the
deliberations of the extraordinary
session of the ANOCA Executive
Committee held by videoconference on
4 August 2020.
Chaired by President Berraf, the meeting
was attended by all the members of the
Executive Bureau and the Chairman of
the ANOCA Ethics Commission, Honorary
IOC Member, Dr Sam Ramsamy and
the Olympic Solidarity team headed by
IOC Olympic Solidarity Director, James
McLeod.
Deliberations focused on the theme:

« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »
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The report reviewed the state of the
infrastructure, the funding strategy and
the practical organization of the games.
It was observed that the coronavirus
pandemic had an impact on the
preparations, coupled with the fact that
a new government had taken office in
the country.
Some members of the ANOCA
Executive Committee expressed their
reservations following the report. For
instance, Kamal Lahlou, President NOC
of Morocco, moved for a postponement
of the games to 2023 or 2025. He was

to take stock of the situation. He also
pointed out that at the end of August a
new executive committee meeting will be
convened to decide on the way forward
by considering all the options.
The meeting should enable the Lesotho
National Olympic Committee to gather
as much relevant information as possible
on the points raised.
The following resolutions were taken by
12 out of the 16 members in attendance.
ANOCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RESOLUTIONS OF THE EXTRAORDINARY
SESSION OF THE ANOCA EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

T
seconded by Amadou Dia Ba, Chair of
the ANOCA Athletes’ Commission, who
also spoke in favour of postponing the
competition. As for Fardouza Moussa
Egueh, member of the Executive
Committee, there is need to have all the
answers before considering a possible
postponement.
ANOCA President Mustapha Berraf
for his part advised that NOC Lesotho
be given time to discuss the situation
with the newly appointed government

he ANOCA Executive Committee, at
its Extraordinary Session held on 4
August 2020 by videoconference,
congratulates the Lesotho National
Olympic Committee and the Local
Organizing Committee Maseru 2022
on the work accomplished so far in the
planning and preparations to host the
2022 African Youth Games;
The Executive Committee appreciates the
constant support of the IOC and Olympic
Solidarity to all ANOCA activities;
The Executive Committee recognizes the
challenges the world is grappling with due
to the effects of VIDOC-19 and the fact
that Lesotho, like many African countries,
went into «lockdown» on 29 March 2020

« OUR UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH »
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A

ddressing a press conference
recently, Isaac Kwame Asiamah,
Minister for Youth and Sports
was quite upbeat about Ghana’s
dream to host the All Africa Games: «
Notwithstanding the negative effect
of Covid-19 on the global sporting
programmes, I am happy to announce
that, Ghana’s preparation to host and
organise the 2023 African Games is on
course, » he said, before adding that « So
far, there has not been any indication
of the postponement of the games. »

until recently, when some restrictions
were eased by the government. This
has, therefore, had a negative impact on
progress in preparations for the Games.
The Executive Committee therefore
decides as follows:
1.
To allow Maseru 2022 to engage
with the Government of the Kingdom
of Lesotho on all issues raised at the
meeting;
2.
To fine tune the Hosting Agreement
with all key parties, i.e. ANOCA, the
Government of the Kingdom of Lesotho
and the National Olympic Committee by
the end of 2020;
3.
Host another meeting at the end of
August 2020 to reconsider all the aspects
presented at the meeting and take a
decision;
4.
Consider the key recommendation
to postpone the games. This option
will be considered after the necessary
consultations with all stakeholders;
5.
Forward all the minutes of the
Executive Committee meetings to the
NOCs as soon as they are drafted in order
to keep them constantly informed of their
association’s initiatives and activities;
6.
A next meeting of the Executive
Committee will be convened within one
month with the same agenda.

The Executive Council of the African
Union has approved Ghana’s bid to
host the 13th All African Games in 2023,
which will feature more than 20 sports
disciplines, over 50 participating nations
and 7,000 athletes and technicians at
two venues, Accra and Kumassi.
Ghana has, since 19 June 2020,
launched a competition for the logo
and mascot of the competition. The
deadline for reception was 21 July
2021 and the project team is headed
by the Deputy Minister for Youth and
Sports Assidu Perry Okudzeto. The

GHANA

GHANA POISED TO HOST THE ALL AFRICA
GAMES IN 2023
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team has been at work since the day
after Ghana was chosen as host country
by the Association of National Olympic
Committees of Africa.
That was in 2018 and the country
officially received the All Africa Games
flag during the closing ceremony of the
12th All Africa Games in Rabat, Morocco,
on 31 August 2019. That edition brought
together 6,396 athletes participating in
29 disciplines.
Ghana has intensified the renovation
and upgrading of sports facilities across

the country. This will be the first time
this West African country will be hosting
such an event. The competition will take
place in September 2023, as revealed
by the chairman of the All Africa Games
Committee, Magnus Rex Danquah. The
edition will serve as qualifiers for the
various disciplines for the 2024 Olympic
Games in Paris, France.
The All Africa Games are a
multidisciplinary competition that aims
to promote elite African sport and foster
cultural exchanges between member
states of the African Union.
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