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ANOCA RECOMMENDS THAT ALL 
PARAMETERS BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT 
FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
AFRICAN YOUTH GAMES IN LESOTHO

MASERU 2022
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The recent deliberations of the 
extraordinary session of the ANOCA 
Executive Committee held by 

videoconference on 4 August 2020, at the 
behest of the President, raised a number 
of issues that should enable the Lesotho 
2022 Local Organising Committee 
fine-tune preparations for a smooth 
organisation of the African Youth Games.
 
In his opening remarks, the ANOCA 
President, the Honourable Mustapha 
Berraf, confirmed that the priority 
concern of the African Olympic body is to 
offer young athletes a great opportunity 
to prepare for and participate in major 
world events.

He, by the same token, extended his best 
wishes of good health to all members of 
the African Olympic family. The curtain 
raiser was given by the Secretary-General, 
who verified the quorum, followed by the 
reading of the agenda.  The floor was 
then given to Mrs Mathlahan, Chairlady of 

the Local Organizing Committee and her 
Assistants who, in a very objective paper, 
voiced the concerns of the Lesotho 
Olympic movement. She provided details 
on the situation and the effects of the 
Coronavirus on all sectors in her country.
The Executive Committee members 
then took turns to react, beginning with 
First Vice President Joao Da Costa Alegre 
AFONSO, who questioned the level of 
preparedness, from the preparations 
up to the Games: «In a year’s time, and 
given that most States have prioritised 
the health and welfare of their citizens 
due to the effects of COVID-19, is the 
Local Organizing Committee working in 
collaboration with the NOCs and States?»  
He also mentioned the impact of 
geopolitics:
 
«After ANOCA awarded the games, there 
have been three changes in government 
in Lesotho. What assurance can the 
Organizing Committee give as to the 
success of the organization, and games 
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delivery? What relationship does the 
committee entertain with the current 
government?”
 
He went further:
 
«The Local Organising Committee has 
raised infrastructural and financial 
challenges. Is there an economic plan to 
address these challenges? ...So, what are 
the marketing plans? Are there any plans 
in the pipeline to ensure that the games 
will be 
properly 

marketed? Will there be free movement 
of participants at the airports? There is 
need for a master plan to address all 
key functional areas.»

ANOCA has taken the stance to support 
Lesotho in the organisation of the Games, 
said ANOCA President, Mustapha Berraf 
who, in his introductory remarks and on 
behalf of the African Olympic Movement, 
had earlier officially declared full support 
to Lesotho, the country’s authorities 
and the NOC in the organization of 
the forthcoming African Youth Games 
which « will certainly display high levels 
of competition, but will also provide 

a credible alternative for our young 
champions to prepare for upcoming 
international events. »

Most members raised the possibility 
of postponing the Games if the right 
conditions are not in place and the 
infrastructure is not ready for 2021.
 
The Vice Chair, Mrs Moussa, Kamel 
Lahlou, Julien V. MINAVOA, Abu Gumel, 
Habib Sissoko and Amadou Dia Ba all 

shared the same view, that is, supporting 
Lesotho to organise the African Youth 
Games, but also realistically scrutinizing 
all the parameters for a successful 
hosting.
 
After requesting that Zone Presidents 
immediately inform NOCs of all the 
Executive Committee decisions and 
guidelines, the President tabled the 
following resolutions for adoption:
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The ANOCA Executive Committee, 
at its Extra Ordinary Session 
held on 4 August 2020 via 
video conference, commends 
the Lesotho National Olympic 
Committee and the Maseru 2022 
Local Organising Committee for 
the work done to date with regard 
to the planning and preparations 
to host the 2022 African Youth 
Games;

The Executive Committee 
appreciates the continued support 
of the IOC and Olympic Solidarity 
for all ANOCA activities;

The Executive Committee 
recognises and acknowledges the 
challenges faced by the world due 
to the effects COVID- 19 and the 
fact that Lesotho, like many African 
countries, went into “lockdown” on 
29 March 2020 until recently, when 
some restrictions were eased 
by government. This therefore, 
impacted negatively on progress 
with regard to the preparations for 
hosting the Games.

The Executive Committee, 
therefore, Resolves as follows:

1. To allow the Maseru 2022 
to engage with the Kingdom 
of Lesotho government on all 
matters raised at the meeting;
2. To finalise the Host Agreement 
where all key parties, that is 
ANOCA, Government of the 
Kingdom of Lesotho and the 
Lesotho National Olympic 
Committee will be signatories;
3. To host another meeting at the 
end of August 2020 to consider all 
aspects presented at the meeting 
and take a decision;
4.To consider the key 
recommendation of postponing 
the Games. This option will 
be examined after necessary 
consultation with all stakeholders;
5. Forward all minutes of 
Executive Committee meetings to 
NOCs as soon as they are drafted 
in order to keep them constantly 
informed about their association’s 
initiatives and activities;
6. Another meeting of the Executive 
Committee will be convened 
within one month with the same 
agenda;

RESOLUTIONS OF THE EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE ANOCA 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


