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37TH SEMINAR FOR SECRETARIES GENERAL OF AFRICAN NOCS

HARMONISING THE 
AFRICAN SPORT 

REVIVAL STRATEGY 
AHEAD OF THE POST 

COVID-19 ERA

The Association of National Olympic 
Committees of Africa (ANOCA) on 

20 and 21 November organised the 
37th Seminar for Secretaries General 

of African NOCs by Video conference 
against the backdrop of the global 

health crisis, on the Central theme 
“Emergence of the African Olympic 

and Sports Movement after Covid-19: 
obstacle, safe return to competition 

and preparation of African athletes 
for competition and planning of future 

events.” The Meeting aimed at harmonising 
management techniques for the revival of 

African sport in the build up to the post-covid 
era and the Tokyo Olympic Games in 2021. 

This special edition of ANOCA Newsletter comes 
back to the highlights of that meeting, which 

was moderated by ANOCA Secretary-General, 
Ahmed Abu Elgasim Hashim and coordinated by 

ANOCA President, Mustapha Berraf.
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OPENING

OPENING CEREMONY

The Association of National 
Olympic Committees of Africa 
(ANOCA) recently organised 

the 37th Seminar for Secretaries-
General of African National 
Olympic Committees precisely on 

20 and 21 November  2020. In tune 
with the times, the meeting held 
by videoconference via the Zoom 
platform. It held under the central 
theme “Emergence of     the African 
Olympic and Sports Movement 
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after Covid-19: obstacle, safe 
return to competition and 
preparation of African athletes 
for competition and planning of 
future events.” Highlights included 
the opening ceremony    on 20 
November, which brought together 
a host of dignitaries, including 
ANOCA Executive Committee 
members, the Director of Olympic 
Solidarity and NOC relations, 
James Macleod, his team and all 
participants    drawn    from the 
54   African NOCs. Speaking on 
the occasion, ANOCA President, 
Mustapha Berraf said he was glad 
the meeting was holding despite 
the prevailing health situation. “I 
am indeed delighted to meet you by 
videoconference, although I would 
have liked to meet you physically 
but for this terrible pandemic that 
is ravaging our sports population. 
We wish all affected persons a 
speedy recovery.” he said. He also 
hailed the action and vision of IOC 
President Dr Thomas Bach “for 
his invaluable efforts and sound 
management, which made it 
possible to preserve the interests 
of our Olympic movement.” “His 
teams worked hard to create 
enabling conditions for our NOCs,” 
the ANOCA steward further said.

Advocate of good governance, in 
line with the IOC vision, Mustapha 
Berraf briefed participants on 
ANOCA actions in    this direction 
since   he took over as president 
of the organisation. He especially 
declared: “As you are well aware, 
we have in recent years, with our 
Olympic Solidarity friends, focused 
our efforts on good governance and 
the standardisation of operating 
and management criteria, which 
are gradually becoming standard. 
All our Association’s efforts and 
resources have been invested in 
our NOCs and our athletes.

Our events are gradually standing 
out on the international scene. 
We have forged partnerships with 
major organisations, events and 
sponsors, while our priority has 
been to ensure that our managers 
and leaders get high level training.”

Thereafter, ANOCA Secretary 
General, Ahmed Abu Elgasim 
Hashim, presented the main thrusts 
of the Seminar, underscoring 
its objectives and the central 
theme that should underpin the 
deliberations.
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FOCUS ON THE SEMINAR

Variety of themes for a shared vision in the fight 
against Covid-19 and the revival of continental 

sport

The 37th Seminar for 
Secretaries General of 
African NOCs featured 

several other high points 
apart from the   opening   and 
closing   ceremonies, with 
delegates discussing a variety 
of other topics which were 
related to the central theme.   
These included: “Effects of 
Covid on the preparation  of 
athletes” developed by Dr 
Olajide Adebola of the Medical 
Commission of the Nigeria 
Olympic Committee, “What 
has been our NOC’s response 
to Covid-19. Strategies for 
intervention and monitoring 
of athletes“ presented by 
Sharif Elerian of NOC Egypt 
and also “Preparations for 
the 2021-2024 quadrennial: 
what Secretaries General need 
to know“ by James Macleod, 
Director of Olympic Solidarity 
and NOC Relations.

Other equally interesting topics 
were on schedule, including: 

“What lessons have we learned 
by facing a pandemic in an 
Olympic year / a year     of 
major events ?”, presented 
by Nah Aminata Fofana of 
NOC Côte d’Ivoire; “Do NOCs 
have support systems strong 
enough to deal with future 
epidemics /pandemics/ 
disasters?” developed by 
Abdellatif Idmahamma of NOC 
Morocco; “Where are we in 
the preparations for    Tokyo   
2020 ? Have the objectives 
changed?” with Francis Mutuku 
of   NOC   Kenya   as well as 
“Postponement of the Youth 
Olympic Games. Impact of 
Covid-19 on the organisation 
of major events,” paper 
presented by Omar Seydina 
Diagne of NOC Senegal.

There were other presentations 
by Olympic Solidarity, WADA 
and Tokyo 2020. The seminar 
concluded with very strong 
recommendations.
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END OF DELIBERATIONS

Mustapha Berraf campaigns for ANOCA to build its own 
Olympic preparation centres

In his closing address, President 
Berraf recalled some important 
points discussed during the 

seminar and which need to be 
underscored. Pertaining especially 
to actions undertaken in the fight 
against the Covid-19 pandemic, 
he said that they were of high 
standards and very informative 
both medically and methodically.    
“This terrible pandemic is 
exponential and, as I have 
already said, a very complex 
equation.

We must by guided by science 
(medicine, research), 
but also by method ( 

prevention and precautionary 
measures). Mr Abdelatif’s paper is 
very interesting in this regard and 
should be implemented by all our 
NOCs.”

Welcoming the increase in the 
Olympic Solidarity budget for the 
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ANNOUNCEMENT TOKYO 2020

ANOCA increases its grant for the preparation of 
African athletes to one billion CFA francs 

To maximise the chances 
for a successful participation in 
the upcoming Olympic Games     

in 2021, the Association of National 
Olympic Committees of Africa 
(ANOCA)     decided to increase the 
amount of Olympic scholarships 
granted to African athletes. 
According to Seydina Omar Diagne, 

member of the commission in 
charge the    preparation   of 
all athletes of the organisation, 
the package was increased to 
one billion    CFA francs.  The 
announcement was made on 21 
November 2020 as he presented 
his paper during the 37th seminar 
for Secretaries General of African 

2021-2024 Olympiad, Mustapha 
Berraf noted : ” Concerning the 
2021/2024 programme we can 
on the whole express satisfaction 
with this significant increase 
in subsidies allocated for our 
athletes, NOCs and continental 
organisation for the next 
quadrennial. It is also important to 
record the progress made during 
the previous four years and the 
proper use of allocated resources. 
This was possible thanks to 
the harmonious relations with 
Olympic Solidarity and the efforts 
of all officials. The IOC President’s 
sound guidelines have been very 
beneficial and raise hopes for 
better days ahead.   There is special   
provision especially    for    NOCs   
that do not have a headquarters 
to help them get one during the 

next quadrennial.”

The ANOCA President also stated 
his ambition to provide his 
institution with its own Olympic 
preparation centres.

”Aspects related to participation 
in and preparation for the 
Tokyo Olympic Games were also 
reviewed with great attention. 
Our delegations viewed them 
positively and thus accorded them 
much importance. Once again, we 
can only thank our Director, James 
Macleod and his team for their 
invaluable assistance.   We hope 
to launch a consultation very soon 
to provide ANOCA with its own 
Olympic preparation centres.,” he 
declared.
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NOCs. Moreover, the Secretary-
General of the Senegalese National 
Olympic and Sports Committee 
(CNOSS), noted that ANOCA’s goal is 

to go beyond the 47 medals hauled 
by the continent in Rio in 2016. He 
said that this decision should help 
athletes prepare better. “We will 
increase the total amount from 
$1 million (CFAF 650 million).  
From 2021, it will be raised to 
one billion CFA francs. 52 African 
athletes are currently benefiting 
from this scholarship, including 
boxers, weightlifters, swimmers, 
etc.” he said, before adding that 
“Africa won 47 medals in the Rio 
OG in 2016.  The goal is to bag 55 
medals, which is possible .”

During his presentation, Seydina      
Omar Diagne also appealed to 
governments to provide more 
support for the participation of 

their athletes in the Tokyo Games 
rescheduled for  2021. ”We take 
this opportunity to appeal to all the 
powers that be, especially African 
governments, to understand that 
they must assist elite athletes 
in their preparation. They must 
grant scholarships to high level 
African athletes. Only then will 
we be able to hear our national 
anthems tomorrow,” he insisted.
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RECOGNITION

Olympic Solidarity hails the organisation of the 37th 
Seminar for Secretaries General of African NOCs

In a correspondence dated 23 
November 2020 and addressed 
to the ANOCA Secretary-General, 

Ahmed Abu Elgasim Hashim, the 
Director of Olympic Solidarity and 
NOC Relations congratulated ANOCA 
on the high quality deliberations of 
the 37th Seminar for Secretaries 
General of the African NOCs. James 
Macleod noted that in spite of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and even though 
the seminar was scheduled to take 
place in Niger, ANOCA was able to 
find a suitable strategy to make it 
happen by videoconference, which 

served as communication medium 
for the meeting. He also expressed 
satisfaction with the quality of 
themes and the relevance of the 
contributions, and welcomed the 
proposals made address Covid-19 
in the NOCs in the build up to the 
Tokyo Games scheduled for 2021. 
The Director of Olympic Solidarity 
and NOC Relations also said that 
the seminar paved the way for 
enhanced collaboration with 
National Olympic Committees for 
the 2021-2024 Olympiad.
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DOCUMENT

Strong recommendations for a more concerted 
management of the African Olympic and Sports 

Movement in the Covid-19 era

RECOMMANDATIONS

Following various thematic 
presentations :

1) Preparation of an athletes’ 
travel and information handbook, 
by the NOCs, for international 
competitions.
2) Pay particular attention to 
systematic testing and to a 
relevant care protocol in the 
event of contamination.
3) Promote the smooth 
circulation of information among 
various actors, at all levels, as 
part of preventive efforts 
against the virus and healthcare 
provision for infected persons.

4) Put in place an effective support 
strategy for athletes in terms of 
prevention and care in the event 
of proven contamination.
5) Support athletes and their 
families morally and financially 
after the pandemic.
6) Encourage communication 
between African NOCs for a 
concerted and more efficient 
management of the Covid-19 
pandemic on the continent.
7) Support ANOCA for more 
access to testing in the countries 
that are most in need.
8) Maintain an environment 
where stakeholders will consult 

During the 37th seminar for Secretaries General of African NOCs, 
participant took relevant resolutions for a more concerted 

management of the African Olympic and Sports Movement, with 
all stakeholders, to address Covid-19, while lauding the actions 
of the current ANOCA management team.  Following are all the 
recommendations made by delegates of African NOCs who met 
on 20 and 21 November 2020 under the aegis of the supreme 
governing body of the African Olympic and Sports Movement
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and anticipate new threats to 
modern society.
 

Following presentations by 
Olympic Solidarity :

1) Resolutely consider the 
deadline of 30 November 2020 
for submission of all reports 
required by Olympic Solidarity.
2) Back Olympic Solidarity 
efforts to better support NOCs.

Following the paper on the 
World Anti-Doping Code :

1) Encourage NOCs to 
comply with the new anti-
doping standards in a timely 
manner, with all the required 
documentation, in view of the 
enactment the 2021 World Anti-
Doping Code.
2) Encourage African NOCs to 
get in touch with the WADA-
AFRICA bureau to ensure that 
the documents developed by 
the NOCs are in line with those 
of WADA and help NOCs to fully 
play their role in doping control.

Following the presentation 
on the 2026 Youth Olympic 
Games :

1) Encourage African NOCs to 
support the Dakar 2026 Youth 
Olympic Games team in order 

to ensure total success of this 
maiden major Olympic event on 
the African continent. 

Furthermore, the Secretaries 
General :

aCongratulate Olympic 
Solidarity on the budget increase 
within the framework of the 
2021 - 2024 quadrennial plan, 
as well as its new Programmes 
structure, more especially as 
concerns consideration of the 
athlete’s entourage.
aCongratulate the Tokyo 2020   
team on the quality work and 
confirmation of competition 
venues and the schedule of 
events in an environment that 
will comply with COVID-19 
containment measures.
aExpress satisfaction with 
the confirmation of the 2020 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic games by 
urging African NOCs to factor 
in available scholarships to 
prolong Olympic Solidarity 
support.       
aCongratulate the ANOCA 
team on the positive actions 
initiated since the outbreak 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
especially its efficient action 
in favour of African NOCs and 
athletes.


