L’ACNOA EN ACTION

DEC 2020

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

S

ADDIS-ABABA
2020 SPECIAL
1

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

DEAR READERS AND DEAR FRIENDS
Ethiopian Government and
the local NOC who honoured
us by accepting to host the
said meeting. This meeting
was an excellent stepping
stone for our organization.
I would also like to thank all
the participants who made
sacrifices on the occasion
of this maiden presential
meeting since the outbreak
of the Covid-19 pandemic;
this testifies of the high level
of responsibility and wisdom
they displayed.

MUSTAPHA BERRAF
IOC Member,
ANOCA President

A

General Assembly meeting
is undoubtedly an occasion
for any organization to make
introspection and to question
its past and future activities. An
extraordinary session of the
Association of National Olympic
Committees was held on the 6th of
December in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
(ANOCA).
From the onset, I would like to
express my gratitude to the
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The Addis-Ababa meeting
was symbolic for at least
two reasons. First because
it was the first meeting with
everybody present since the
outbreak of the Covid-19
pandemic in December 2019
which negatively impacted
the world of sports, making
international gatherings and
travels impossible. Secondly
because this General Assembly
meeting was holding in AddisAbaba, Headquarters of the
African Union, the Office of
African unity and capital of
a country with a rich history.
Beyond
the
institutional
character, the holding of the
Addis meeting sent a strong
message; that of brotherhood,

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
unity and solidarity, sent to the
World in this difficult context of
health crisis.

2020 OIC Agenda which places
youths in the heart of the Olympic
Movement preoccupations; this
is a vision which ANOCA wanted
to reaffirm in its fundamental
text. The second reason is linked
to our ambition to place good
governance in the heart of our
action; as to be in line with the
IOC’s vision and its President, Dr.
Thomas Bach, great architect of
an unprecedented management
of Olympic structures. Many
innovative points included in
these Statutes enable us to be in
line with the dynamics started in
2018, marked with a desire to be
more dynamic, implement a more
transparent management and a
concerted management of our
association; these paths confirm
our position as the umbrella of the
Continent’s Sports and Olympic
Movement.

Firstly Statues, considered as
conventional provisions to govern
relationships between ANOCA
members, their adoption was
the conclusion of a concerted
process with all African NOCs that
has been going on for several
months. The need to amend
the existing organic instrument

«

NEW STATUTES AND AN ETHICAL
CODE WHICH ARE TWO LEGAL

INSTRUMENTS WHICH ENABLE US
TO ASSERT OURSELVES AS MAIN

CARRIER OF OLYMPIC VALUES IN

«

On the 6th of December 2020, we
think to have made a step, in all
serenity, optimism and enthusiasm
towards modernity by adopting,
in front of all actors of the African
Olympic Movement, new Statutes
and an ethical code which are two
legal instruments which enable us
to assert ourselves as main carrier
of Olympic values in Africa.

AFRICA

became necessary for at least
two reasons. The first is linked
to the adoption in 2015 of the

As concerns the Code of ethics
adopted in Addis-Ababa, it places
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
ANOCA as a futuristic institution.
Ethics should always be the guide
of our actions. It must be the basis
of all our actions, because without
ethics, sports have no meaning, it
looses not only its moral values,
but also its educative and symbolic
values. Each ethical breach will
damage the image of sports and
therefore, of sports governing
institutions. Respect of ethics is
what each of us must have in mind
at every moment, in our actions
and interventions. That is the
foundation of raison d’être. The
code of ethics adopted in AddisAbaba should be the functional
base of the African Olympic and
Sports Movement. It should be
the compass that will prevent us
from developing division, outright
adversity, but instead help us to
better integrate Olympic values
of, to keep each of our actions
consistent with virtue, because in
fact, the African Olympic Movement
is not at the service of its leaders,
but rather at the service of the
continent’s youths. They are those
who should remain our constant
preoccupations. This code will go a
long way to engage our institution
in a unitary logic and strengthen
its role as great promoter of sports
ethics.

EACH ETHICAL

BREACH WILL DAMAGE

THE IMAGE OF SPORTS

AND THEREFORE, OF

SPORTS GOVERNING

INSTITUTIONS

with all dedication and devotion, in
order to provide us with Statutes
and a Code of ethics that suit our
prestigious institution and our
noble ambitions.
Finally, I would like to seize this
opportunity
to
congratulate
laureate CNOs at the contest we
launched on the occasion of the
International day of Cleaning, and
who received their prizes during
this ANOCA extraordinary session.
These prizes testify of their efforts
and honour Africa as a whole.

Therefore, on behalf of the ANOCA
Executive Committee and all
the African NOCs, I would like,
here and now, to thank our dear
brother Sam Ramsamy and his
team, for the excellent job done,

Sportingly
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DISCOURS DU PRÉSIDENT DU CIO
EXCLUSIVE

IOC PRESIDENT ADDRESSES
OLYMPIC AND SPORTS AFRICA

«

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO CONGRATULATE
ANOCA FOR HAVING SHOWN THE EXAMPLE BY
DESIGNING AN AMBITIOUS STRATEGIC PLAN
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPORTS.

«
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DISCOURS DU PRÉSIDENT DU CIO

On the occasion of ANOCA’s extraordinary session held
on 6 December in Addis-Ababa, IOC President, Dr. Thomas
Bach delivered a vide message to African Olympic and
Sports Movement leaders. This is the gist of what he said.

«

States to do so. This also provides an
opportunity to each of you to collaborate
with your respective governments in
order to make sure that this decision is
actually implemented. This UN resolution
even went further to underscore sports
independence and the leadership of the
IOC and the IPC. This is the call I was
also making a few days ago during the
G20 leaders’ Summit. As per the final
declaration of the G20, This UN resolution
also expresses a strong support in favour
of the Olympic Games, the IOC and the
Olympic Charter. The resolution welcomes
“with satisfaction all the next Olympic
and Paralympic Games, especially those
to be held in Tokyo, in Peking, in Paris,
in Milano-Cortina and in Los Angeles.″
Globally, such a great show of support is
really an important step for the Olympic
community in many respects. This makes
us all feel confident, while we are looking
forward to celebrating solidarity and
resilience during the postponed Tokyo
2020 Games. However, this support in
favour of the Olympic Games and the
IOC falls in line with the experience I had
during my last visit to Tokyo. Having
witnessed our Japanese partners and
friends, I am more than ever convinced
that next year, we shall celebrate safe and
secured Olympic Games. Our absolute
priority remains the health and the safety
of all participants. Let be assured that we

Dear ANOCA President, my dear
colleague and friend, Mustapha
Berraf, dear colleague and friend,
Dagmawit Girmay Berhane, Mr. President
of the Ethiopian Olympic Committee, Dr.
Ashebir W/Giorgis, dear IOC members,
dear friends. What a year we have just
gone through with the world health
crisis of the Coronavirus! Our world
has drastically changed. Nothing is like
before again. But even in these difficult
times for our Olympic Committee,
we can say that we have turned this
crisis into an opportunity with all the
numerous actions taken together. Since
the crisis broke out, we have succeeded in
strengthening the role of sports in society.
Through our campaign on the theme «
stay strong, stay active, stay healthy »
and especially with the greatest Olympic
training session in the world, we gathered
more than half a billion people around
our values. We seized the opportunity
ant the beginning of the crisis to sign a
cooperation agreement with the World
Health Organization. The UN, the WHO
and the IOC, came together to launch
their « Healthy together » campaign. This
important role of sports is being now
widely accepted. United Nations have
recognized our call to include sports in
the world’s Governments’ post-covid-19
revival plan. A United Nations’ General
Assembly resolution calls on all Member
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DISCOURS DU PRÉSIDENT DU CIO
and its values. I can do nothing else but
are working relentlessly to lay down a list
encourage all NOCs to implement these
of anti-covid measures for all possible
reforms for a better future for sports
situations (…) IOC Executive Commission
in Africa. I also want to congratulate
recently approved a 16% increase of
ANOCA for having shown the example by
the Olympic Solidarity budget for 2021adopting an ambitious strategic plan for
2024. We have also increased the support
the development of sports. This strategic
to NOCs by 25% through continental
plan is another testimony of the strong
associations. For you and your athletes,
cooperation that exists between ANOCA
this means before anything else: more
and the IOC on many issues. This close
assurance that for the next four years,
partnership also illustrates what we
especially in preparing the Paris 2024
have seen these
Olympic Games. At
past
months
this juncture, I would
and weeks of
like to thank President
the
pandemic,
Mustapha
Berraf,
either in sports or
who as a Member of
the Olympic Solidarity I ALSO WANT TO CONGRATULATE other challenges,
together we are
C o m m i s s i o n
contributed greatly
ANOCA FOR HAVING SHOWN stronger. On the
solid basis of our
to the achievement
of this outstanding THE EXAMPLE BY ADOPTING AN partnership, we
can
contribute
result. This is a strong
AMBITIOUS STRATEGIC PLAN even more to end
demonstration
of
the crisis and
our active solidarity.
FOR
THE
DEVELOPMENT
OF
to build a postAnother example of
coronavirus more
solidarity within our
SPORTS
focused on the
Olympic Community
human being and
is portrayed by our
more inclusive.
Olympafrica centers
We are happy to have by our sides trustful
which promote our common Olympic
partners such as ANOCA, because we are
values and encourage healthy lifestyles
faced not only with numerous challenges
within communities throughout the
stemming from this crisis, but also with
continent. In Today’s fragile world, we
opportunities it offers. Therefore, if we
need our common Olympic values more
seize these opportunities as we have got
than never before: excellence, friendship,
used to in sports, let’s do our best and
respect and Solidarity. That is why your
accept change. It is within this Olympic
extraordinary General Assembly is also
spirit that I wish you fruitful deliberations
an opportunity to adapt ANOCA to a
and a successful General Assembly. See
post-coronavirus world. By revising
you soon in Tokyo. »
the ANOCA Statutes, you are building a
strong foundation to promote sports
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SPECIAL FEATURE
ANOCA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A MASSIVELY ATTENDED
OPENING CEREMONY TO WRITE
THE NICEST PAGES OF THE
AFRICAN OLYMPIC MOVEMENT
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SPECIAL FEATURE
reiterated his best regards to the
whole Olympic Africa. The Continent
displayed resilience during this period
of health crisis. He also expressed
satisfaction for the initiative taken by its
President Mustapha Berraf to convene
this meeting which is an important
milestone in the management of the
first African Olympic organization.

The conference hall situated at the
heart of Addis-Ababa served as host
on 6 December 2020, to the opening
ceremony of ANOCA extraordinary
General Assembly, during which
many speeches were delivered. This
event was placed under the effective
presence of the session’s godmother,
the President of the Republic of
Ethiopia, H.E Sahle-Work Zewde.

Olympic
champion
Haile
Gebresselassie
who
thereafter
delivered the message on behalf of
the Olympic Solidarity wished that
the meeting be constructive for the
fulfillment of the continent’s youths.
He reaffirmed the commitment
of the Olympic Solidarity, in close
collaboration with ANOCA, to support
African NOCs. As former high-level
athlete, he appreciated the major role
given to athletes within the strategic
vision of Africa’s most prestigious
Olympic institution.

The President of Ethiopian NOC, H.E
Dr. Ashebir Giorgis who was first to
take the floor, told the numerous
delegations present that Addis-Ababa
was happy to welcome the great
African Olympic family as well as the
leaders of the African Union, the AASC
and of the IOC.
Then, personalities attending watched
a video message from Dr. Thomas
Bach, the IOC President. He hailed
the holding of the Addis-Ababa and
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SPECIAL FEATURE
For
Mrs
Amira
El
Fadil,
Commissioner for social affairs
in the African Union, ANOCA and
her institution have been working
together for several years for the
blooming of African sports and to
make the Continent’s youths smile.
Mustapha Berraf, in his position

as ANOCA President, first of all
thanked Ethiopian authorities, with
at their helm H.E Sahle work Zewde
for all the facilities put in place to
guarantee the success of this
event. He also expressed his joy as
regards the symbols this meeting
represented. «Your presence here
is symbolic by two aspects. As
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generously send sounds of an Olympic
humanism characterized by mutual
understanding, tolerance, love and
brotherhood » he said.

the political capital of Africa, AddisAbaba will be, during the holding
of our meeting, the capital of our
continent’s Olympic Movement in
these trying times the World is going
through. High place of dialogue and
consultation for the advent of a more
united Africa where people would live
more freely, this temple will for a day,

Talking to representatives of African
NOCs, ANOCA President had this to
say: « You have shown through your
presence to this meeting that you are
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ready to do away with this terrible
pandemic that affects the entire
world. It is therefore under the double
symbol of the quest for harmony and
transcending our own capabilities
that I wish this meeting of our General
Assembly to be held. ». Paying tribute
to the IOC President, Dr. Thomas Bach,
and Mustapha Berraf said that « (…)
Hardworking, keen lover of Africa,
always available and ready to serve,
President Thomas Bach has been to
us during recent years an example
of modesty. We also express him our
sincere
gratitude
for his affection
towards
our
Continent, and his
dedication to the
Olympic movement
and values. »

brightest pages of the world’s sports
history. She also asked African Olympic
Movement’s leaders to trust Ethiopia
for a successful hosting of the 2022 AllAfrican Youths Games.
It should be mentioned that more
than 205 personalities attended this
ceremony, including representatives,
from the IOC, ANOCA, the African
Union, the AASC, representatives of
the 54 African NOCs, host or candidate
cities of various games, and Ethiopian
government authorities.

In her address, the
President of the
Federal
Republic
of Ethiopia, H.E
Sahle-Work Zewde,
expressed
joy,
on behalf of her
country, on the
decision taken by
ANOCA to convene
this
meeting
in
Addis-Ababa.
She
underscored
the
importance of the
Olympic Games for
her country whose
legendary athletes
have written the
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SPECIAL FEATURE
ADOPTION OF NEW TEXTS BY ANOCA

Towards the strengthening of sports ethics and good
governance

D

elegates from the continent’s
54 African National Olympic
Committees met on 6 December
2020 in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia for an
extraordinary session of ANOCA’s
General Assembly. The holding of this
meeting provided this association to
show an example to the world of sports;
this is testimony of the harmony that
prevails within the African Olympic and
sports movement; this initiative was
saluted by the International Olympic
Committee through its President,
Dr. Thomas Bach. The Addis-Ababa
meeting brought together all major
stakeholders of Africa’s Olympic and
sports movement, including : the
Commissioner of social and sports
affairs in the African Union ; the
President of the Union of African Sports
Confederations, Amira El Fadil ; African
IOC members and the Continent’s
NOC Presidents.

The aim was to adapt existing
governing instruments to the present
context marked by new socioeconomic changes and upheavals that
have occurred at world level. The new
ANOCA fundamental law is justified
by the need to lay the foundation for
good governance in this organization.
As a matter of fact, since he came at
the helm of the major continental
organization in Africa, Mustapha
Berraf’s set as objectives for his
mandate the transparent management
of the association’s resources, putting
athletes at the heart of the institution’s
preoccupations and gender equality.
The draft was carefully scrutinized by all
NOCs for several months. Addis-Ababa
2020 was therefore the achievement
of a long and concerted process.
The code of ethics also appeared as
a must and the draft was sent to all
NOCs for comments before the AddisAbaba meeting.

In addition to the opening ceremony
that was chaired at by the President
of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia,
H.E Sahle-Work Zewde, participants
focused their attention on two items
on the agenda. These included the
presentation and adoption of new
Statutes and the code of ethics of
the African Olympic and sports ruling
body.

Finally, on the 6th of December,
representatives from the 54 African
NOCs, in the presence of officials of the
African big Olympic family, including
African IOC members, adopted this
good conduct code which opens a new
era for ANOCA; that of a more modern
management based on ethical rules.
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SPECIAL FEATURE
« WORLD CLEAN UP DAY »

NOCs from Tunisia, de Sao Tome and Principe and
Cape-Verde receive their prizes in Addis-Ababa

D

uring
the
extraordinary
session of ANOCA general
assembly held on 6 December
2020, NOCs from Tunisia, de Sao
Tome and Principe as well as CapeVerde, winners of the « ANOCA Prize »
launched on the occasion of the 2020
edition of the World clean up Day
received their prizes. The event took
place before a host of personalities
including representatives of the 54
African NOCs, IOC African members
and guests from ANOCA’s partner
institutions.

implemented in the various NOCs
of the continent. On that occasion
it launched a contest in the 54
African NOCs, thus reaffirming one
of its core values, that of placing
sports at the center of the respect
of the environment and sustainable
development,
while
sensitizing
African youths on the importance of
sanitation in the domain of sports.
Launched on 8 September 2020,

The
Association
of
National
Committees of Africa was at the
forefront on 19 December 2020 on
the occasion of that day by designing
a celebration strategy at the level
of Africa with concrete actions
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the aim of this contest was to
encourage NOC in their quest
for a sustainable environment. A
Committee comprising of 4 (four)
members: Ingr. Habu Hamed
Gumel, Dr. Filomena Fortes, M.
Gideon Sam (Chairman of the
ANOCA sustainability Committee),
M. Kamel Deguich (President of
Tunisia’s Olympic Academy) was
set up in order to assess the
participation of each NOC in this
event. Tunisia’s NOC emerged first,
followed by that of Sao Tome and
Principe, and third the NOC from
Cabo-Verde.
While handling over their prizes
to laureates, ANOCA President,
Mustapha Berraf, congratulated
all African NOC for their strong
involvement in 2020 edition of
the Word clean up Day celebrated
within the difficult covid-19
context.

«

TUNISIA’S NOC EMERGED FIRST,
FOLLOWED BY THAT OF SAO
TOME AND PRINCIPE, AND

THIRD THE NOC FROM CABOVERDE.
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ON THE SIDELINES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AUDIENCE

An ANOCA delegation received in audience by the
President of the Republic of Ethiopia

O

n the sidelines of ANOCA’s
extraordinary session of the
General Assembly, a delegation
of this institution, led by its President
Mustapha Berraf, was received in
audience by the President of the
President of the Federal Republic
of Ethiopia, H.E Sahle-Work Zewde.
The event took place on the 4th of
December 2020 at the presidential
palace located at Addis-Ababa.
In her message on that occasion H.E
Sahle-Work Zewde first of all welcomed
the ANOCA delegation and its
President, Mustapha Berraf. She also
indicated that it was a great honour
for Ethiopia to welcome high-ranking
personalities of the African Olympic
and Spots Movement on its soil, while
noting how her country holds sports
development at heart.
On his own part, President Mustapha

Berraf insisted in paying tribute to
Ethiopian sports. «Our presence
in Addis-Ababa is also a deserved
homage which Olympic Africa is paying
to this country’s sports tradition and
to its meritorious sons and daughters
who, on world stadia and arenas,
have provided great joy and immense
pride » he said.
Talking to the Ethiopian President Mr.
Mustapha Berraf declared: « Your
Excellency Madam President and
Dear sister, it is to you that I’m turning
finally to tell you again how happy we
are to be in your city. When we decided
one year ago through Visio conference
to grant the Games to Ethiopia and
to hold our meeting in Addis-Ababa,
we had no apprehension, no fear. We
were aware of your great mobilizing
and organizational capabilities, and
we new therefore that everything
would be perfect. Our expectations
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the Federal Republic of Ethiopia and the
President of ANOCA held fruitful talks
on the current state of African sports
and the progress made by ANOCA in
promoting Olympic values in Africa. In
addition to President Mustapha Berraf,
the delegation of the leading Olympic
institution in Africa included some
members of its Executive Committee
and the President of the Ethiopian
NOC, Dr. Ashebir W/Giorgis.

were not deceived. A tour arrival
here, we were treated to a warm
and brotherly welcome, worthy of
the purest African tradition. Permit
me, on my own behalf and on behalf
of the African Olympic Movement,
to heartily thank you for the perfect
organization we found here, as well as
for the excellent working conditions
put a tour disposal».
During this encounter, the President of

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Addis-Ababa pays host to an ANOCA Executive
Committee session

An extraordinary session of the
executive Committee of the
Association of National Olympic
Committees of Africa (ANOCA) was
held on 4 December 2020 in Addis-

Ababa, and was personally chaired
by Mustapha Berraf, President of the
said association. Members of this
body were present at the meeting
which was holding barely two days
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before the extraordinary session of
the institution scheduled for the 6th
of December.
At the opening of the session, the
President of the Ethiopian National
Olympic Committee, H.E Dr. Ashebir
W/Giorgis welcomed participants: «
At this juncture, I wish to make a
pressing call for a synergy of action
because when we work together, we
can make good use of the power of
sports to promote development and
peace » he added before wishing
them successful deliberations.
In his opening speech, the President
of ANOCA thanked participants
for attending, which is a testimony
of their commitment to serve
African sports without any limit.

Mr. Mustapha Berraf also talked
about the difficult situation the
sports movement is currently
going through due to the covid-19
pandemic. According to him, «
From the onset, let me recognize
the memories of the large number
of Africans who have passed away
due to the covid-19. As a matter of
fact, as we are meeting here today,
the world of sports has changed.
A world pandemic has upset all
plans, including the biggest sports
events in Africa and the world.
Even Olympic Games have not been
spared. This terrible pandemic
has spread so fast, causing
devastation, desolation and untold
suffering. ». However, he added
that « our collective resilience
helped us despite everything, to
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feel the desire, as human beings, to
overcome obstacles ».

Actual Deliberations dealt with the
new Statutes and the code of Ethics
of ANOCA. Final copies of both texts
which had already been thoroughly
scrutinized at the level of NOCs were
once again carefully examined for
their submission, before adoption,
to delegates on the 6th of December
during the extraordinary session of
the General Assembly. Unanimously,
Executive Committee members
recognized the pertinence of both

Magnifying the city of Addis-Ababa,
host of the meeting, ANOCA
President declared that « AddisAbaba which is already the capital
city of political Africa will be during
our deliberations the capital of our
continent’s Olympic movement.
This is also the place of birth of
great Olympic champions who

often offer Africa strong moments
of joy on the occasion of major
world sports events. ».

texts as well as the participative
approach adopted for their drafting,
under the stewardship of President
Berraf.

Referring to the Executive Committee
session, Mr. Mustapha Berraf told
participants that « our meeting will
provide us the opportunity once
again to make strategic decisions
that will serve our enthusiastic,
conquering and dignified youths ».

At the end of the meeting, they also
expressed satisfaction for the good
conduct of deliberations as well as
for the huge work done by the host
NOC to make this meeting a success.
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RECOGNITION

The African Olympic and Sports Movement Order of
Merit awarded to the Ethiopian Prime Minister

D

uring a gala night organized
by Ethiopian authorities in
honour of participants at the
ANOCA extraordinary session, the
country’s Prime Minister H.E Abiy

Ahmed was awarded the African
Olympic and Sports Movement
Order of Merit from the ruling
body of the Association of National
Olympic Committees of Africa, by
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Mustapha Berraf, President
of the Institution, in a wellplanned solemnity.
This is the highest distinction
of ANOCA granted to highranking personalities that
have contributed for the
promotion of sports and
Olympic values in Africa,
through their actions.
In his message on that
occasion,
the President
of ANOCA had this to say:
« Your Excellency, Mister
Prime Minister, Head of
Government, Nobel Peace
Price, on behalf of the
African Olympic Movement,
I have the honour to grant
you the African Olympic
and Sports Order of Merit
Medal, a honour reserved
for Heads of States and
Sovereignty. We are proud
of you, you are one of ours,
and we are yours. God bless
Ethiopia and Africa. ».
The Ethiopian Prime minister
is actually the founder of
many sports projects that

have helped to discover
young talents in his country.
He is also the sponsor of many
initiatives working towards
the promotion of Olympic
values.
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AFRICAN BEACH GAMES

Tunisia ready to host the event in 2023

T

he Tunisian Minister of Youth,
Sports
and
professional
integration, Kamel Déguiche
announced that his country is
ready to host the 2023 edition of
the African Beach Games. This was
during a working meeting he had on
the 2nd of December in Tunis with
the President of the Association of
National Olympic Committees of
Africa (ANOCA) Mr. He was visiting
Tunisia to meet the Country’s
authorities to discuss modalities for
the hosting of the said event.

During the working meeting, the
Tunisian Minister insisted on
the qualitative leap forward of
beach sports in Tunisia, making
reference to that effect his country’s
participation in the world’s beach
games organized in 2019 in Qatar.
In the same vein, he emphasized the
resolve of all stakeholders to make
the next edition of these games
an exceptional event that will give
beach games a new impulse.
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